Clostridial sepsis: unusual clinical presentations.
We present four cases exhibiting the widely diverse nature of clinical infections due to anaerobic Clostridium perfringens. These cases exemplify the need for a thorough initial physical examination, immediate Gram staining of fluid from involved tissue, and recognition of the severity of the disease in any patient who has early septic deterioration after elective or emergency surgical procedures. Management of these infections includes both high-dose parenteral penicillin therapy and aggressive initial surgical debridement of all involved tissues.